
Proposal for Change in Levels of Dental Hygiene Practice (June 2013) 

Functions not permitted:  Diagnosis, preparation of the tooth surface for permanent restorative purposes.  Red = new duties or requirements.  Green = New 

suggestions since Task Force mtg and NDA cmt mtg on 6-19-13) 

Level of  
Practice 

Requirements/ Recommendations Indirect Supervision 
(Dentist authorized procedure and IS 

on site) 

General Supervision 
(Dentist authorized procedure but is NOT on site) 

Public Health Supervision  
(Dentist may not be present and services 

provided in  public health or related 
healthcare settings) 

Registered 
Dental  
Hygienist  
(RDH) 

All current ones in statute Administer  nitrous oxide* (per newly 
proposed anesthesia guidelines) 
 

Current scope of practice 
 
Orofacialmyology1 * REMOVE 
 
Interim Therapeutic Technique2 * 

 
Write prescriptions for mouthrinses and fluoride 
products that help decrease  risk for tooth decay* 
 
Administer local anesthesia and reversal agents 

 

Public 
Health 
Dental  
Hygienist 
(PHRDH) 
 

Current RDH and have public health 
permit  
 
Proof of liability Insurance 
 
Authorization from and report to HHS 
 

 

 

  Current scope of practice 
 
Orofacialmyology1  REMOVE 
 
Interim Therapeutic Technique2 * 

 
Prescriptions  for topical 
mouthrinses and fluoride that 
decrease risk for decay* 
 
Extraction of primary  teeth that 
meet specific criteria and are ready 
to exfoliate3 * 

Expanded 
Function  
Restorative 
Dental  
Hygienist  
(EFRDH) 

Current RDH and have EFDH license 
   
Proof of liability Insurance 
 
Completion of course (didactic and 
clinical) within an accredited dental school 
or completion equivalent exam from 
another state.  DANB developing national 
exam for restorative procedures. 
 
Pass board approved exam (such as 
CRDTS) 

Place and finish dental 
restorations*  (amalgams, 
composites, stainless steel 
crowns) 
 
Extraction of primary teeth ready 
to exfoliate* 

 

Current scope of practice  
 
Minor denture adjustments*  

 

 

 


